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House GOP to Seek Freeze for Defense 


Proposed 5-iear Funding Level Would Reverse Planned Clinton Cuts 
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Defense spending would be frozen 
over the next five years at $270 bil- 
lion a year under an agreement 
reached among House Republican 
leaders, House Budget Committee 
Chairman John R. Kasich (R-Ohio) 
said yesterday. 

The proposed funding level would 
reverse short-term cuts in national 
defense spending proposed by Presi- 
dent Clinton, but keep the pressure 
on Defense Department officials to 
sort out their funding priorities as 
they address problems as varied as 
troop readiness and military base 
pollution cleanup. 

“That whole building needs to be 
reinvented,” Kasich said of the Pen- 
tagon. “Look at the procurement 
system. It takes you 25 years to 
bring a C-17 [cargo airplane] from 
development to on-line. I mean, the 
whole procurement system is a dis- 
aster, and we are going to have 
changes in that Pentagon.” 

Kasich offered the spending num- 
ber for defense on NBC’s “Meet the 
Press” during an answer to one of a 
series of questions about a House 
Republican budget plan promised for 
May that will seek to reduce the fed- 
eral budget deficit while cutting tax- 
es. 

“We’re going to show you that the 
American families can have tax re- 
lief, that we need to grow the econo- 
my with risk-taking incentives — cap- 
ital gains tax — and, in fact, we can 
.balance the budget,” Kasich said. 


“It’s conventional wisdom that says 
we can’t do it, not the facts.” 

Separating out the facts, however, 
can get confusing. Also on “Meet the 
Press,” White House economic ad- 
viser Laura D’Andrea Tyson pre- 
sented a chart showing the deficit on 
the way down when compared to the 
size of the economy. Tyson asserted 
that the administration’s “modest 
tax cut . . . has 85 percent of the 
benefits going to families under 
$100,000.” Kasich countered with a 
chart showing multiple bureaucratic 
programs in several areas that could 
be pared and said that 74 percent of 
GOP tax relief would go to families 
earning less than $75,000. 

As Tyson and Kasich refused to 
let the other score debating points, 
their voices got louder and they be- 
gan to interrupt each other. Modera- 
tor Tim Russert then introduced his 
own chart, which drew objections 
from Kasich. Tyson, meanwhile, 
stuck by her rendition of the deficit 
as “the right chart to look at.” 

Russert turned to another guest, 
Sen. Bill Bradley (D-N.J.), asking 
him “to play truth teller, fact check- 
er.” Bradley instead offered a predic- 
tion, saying that by mid-summer Re- 
publicans and Democrats will be 
talking about how “to get significant- 
ly more deficit reduction” than the 
five-year, $81 billion savings recent- 
ly proposed by the administration. 

During the debate over Russert’s 
chart, Kasich said that defense pro- 
grams were on the budget-cutting 
table, noting his proposal contained 
about $24 billion less in defense 
spending than the chart offered by 


Russert. An aide to Kasich said the 
proposed freeze at $270 billion a 
year would provide a “proper level” 
of defense funding while allowing 
Pentagon officials to shift money 
around to better meet priorities. 

Under the new Clinton adminis- 
tration budget, spending on national 
defense will run about $272 billion 
this fiscal year; fall to $262 billion in 
fiscal 1996; to $257 billion in fiscal 
1997; to $255 billion in 1998; and 
then swing up to $260 billion in fis- 
cal 1999 and $268 billion in 2000. 

But some Republicans and Demo- 
crats may balk at a freeze on defense 
spending if it means the Pentagon 
cannot keep pace with inflation, 
while others appear opposed to con- 
structing a budget that includes a 
major tax cut. 

Yesterday, Sen. Bob Packwood 
(R-Ore.), chairman of the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee, indicated again 
that the House GOP plan to cut tax- 
es will run into difficulty with Repub- 
lican colleagues in the Senate. Pack- 
wood reaffirmed his view that any 
tax cut bill must be accompanied by 
a detailed list of spending cuts. 
“Short of that, I don’t think we’d 
consider them at all,” he said on 
ABC’s “This Week With David 
Brinkley.” 

Republicans and Democrats on 
the Finance Committee agree that 
“the best thing we can do for the tax- 
payers of this country is just try to 
move toward deficit reduction, and if 
that gets their mortgage interest 
rates down a point or two that is 
more important than anything else 
we can do for them,” Packwood said. 


